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Pt1ntlle' Spo,ts News
EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY, Charleston, ll 61920

Sept. 28, lq82
LS-AS-'FB S'J'ATEli'B OPP

DAVID KIDWELL, Sports Information Director
OFFICE: (217) 581-2920

HOME: (217) 345-4166

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CHARLESTON, IL--Eastern Illinois University's football Panthers hope to follow a
decent pattern in their rivalry with Youngstown State, and if so would come away with a
victory Saturday.
The Panthers and Penguins meet at 6:30 (CDT) Saturday (Oct. 2) in YSU's new 16,500
seat Stambaugh Stadium.
The two teams have alternated wins the last four years with EIU's turn coming up
Saturday.

Last year Youngstown overwhelmed Eastern 48-16.

poor performances this past weekend.

Both teams are

comin~

off

Eastern tied Northern Iowa 10-1n but kept alive

its unbeaten streak at 3-0-1.
Youngstown State, which had been picked by some to win the Ohio Valley Conference,
is 1-3 after Cincinnati downed the Penguins 57-3.
Overall Youngstown State has played the stronger schedule defeating Tennessee Tech
37-14 but losing to arch rival Akron (20-19), last vear's NCAA I-AA runner-up Eastern
Kentucky (31-17) and Cincy.
"It's easy to say a team is stronger than its record but we shouldn't be fooled bv
this (1-3)," says coach Darrell Mudra.

"They won five of the last six last season, but

have had some injuries this year which have been a factor.
"Plus their schedule is very difficult.

Eastern Kentucky has been in the I-AA

championship game three straight years and Cincinnati gave 'Florida State all it wanted in
the opening game this season.
"The OVC champion gets an automatic bid to the playoffs and I'm sure Youngstown
believes they can be a factor there yet," Mudra said.
"Our defense has done a superb job particularly against the run, and we've onl-y
given up one touchdown in the second half

I'm pleased with our progress."

The Penguins are led by All-American Paris Wicks who is averaging 107 yards a game
-more-

EIU FOOTBALL
ADD 2

SECOND HALF
DEFENSE:

The Panther defense has given up .1ust 41 noints this season and is a very
stingy second half club. The unit has allowed .1ust one TD in the second
half and that was a length of the field drive by Illinois State. Thev've
only given up ten points in the last ten quarters overall.

JEFF CHRISTENSEN:

STAPLE CATCHES:

Although not having a dominating year in the passing department,
nonetheless Christensen continues to set records. He threw for his
36th career TD pass last Saturday to tie Steve Turk in that department. Christensen had 13 sharing time with Chuck Wright as a sophomore, 17 last year and six thus far this season.
Kevin Staple has caught 50 passes in his 2~ year career and needs only
three more to tie Rod Slaughter for most career pass receptions bv a
running back.

MCC THIS WEEK:
Eastern Illinois
Northern Iowa
Southwest Missouri
Western Illinois
Saturday, Oct. 2

NEXT WEEK:

Overall W-L
3-0-1
1-1-1
2-2
1-2

MCC W-L
0-0-1
1-0-1
0-1
0-0

Points
82-41
33-50
64-37
46-7R

• Northern Iowa hosts Western Illinois
Southwest Missouri at Southeast Missouri

The Panthers host another Ohio Valley Conference opponent, University of
Akron, in a 1:30 Homecoming contest on Oct. 9. Akron, 2-2 this vear, is
at Middle Tennessee this week. These two teams haven't met since Akron
won 27-16 in 1979.
-30-

